What is claimed is: 

1 . A label for use on a container having known contents wherein the contents are 
indicated by at least one symbol on the container, the label comprising: 
5 a first portion having an outer edge; 

a second portion extending out and away from a side of the outer edge; 
indicia inscribed on the second portion identifying a desired content of the 
container wherein the indicia and the symbol are electronically read to confirm the label 
is for use on the container. 

i 

Mj 2. The label according to claim 1 wherein the first portion is rectangular. 

7 3 . The label according to claim 2 wherein the second portion extends from a corner 

of the first portion such that the second portion extends out from a top and a side of the first 
I| portion. 

4. The label according to claim 1 wherein the second portion is rectangular. 

5. The label according to claim 1 wherein the symbol and the indicia are barcodes. 
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6. The label according to claim 1 wherein a barcode reader simultaneously reads the 
symbol and the indicia. 
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7. 



The label according to claim 1 wherein the container contains pharmaceuticals. 



8. The label according to claim 1 wherein the container contains body fluids. 

9. The label according to claim 1 wherein the container selected from the group 
consisting of a bottle, a bag or a box. 

10. The label according to claim 1 wherein the symbol and the indicia are aligned on 
the container so that the symbol and the indicia can be read simultaneously. 

1 1 . The label according to claim 1 wherein the symbol and the indicia is vertically 
aligned on the container. 

12. The label according to claim 1 wherein the indicia is a checksum of the symbol 

13. The label according to claim 12 wherein the checksum includes a check digit of 
the indicia. 

14. The label according to claim 1 wherein the second portion covers at least a 
portion of the symbol 

15. A bottle comprising: 

a symbol inscribed on a first label identifying contents of the bottle; 
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a label to be secured to the bottle having a first portion and a second portion 
wherein the label is secured to the bottle such that the label exposes the symbol; 

an indicia inscribed on the second portion identifying the intended contents of the 
bottle and wherein the indicia and the symbol are read after the label is secured to the 
bottle to confirm that the contents conform to that identified by the label. 

16. The bottle according to claim 15 wherein the first portion is rectangular. 

17. The bottle according to claim 16 wherein the second portion extends from a 
corner of the first portion such that the second portion extends out from a top and a side of the 
first portion. 

1 8. The bottle according to claim 1 5 wherein the second portion is rectangular. 

1 9. The bottle according to claim 1 5 wherein the symbol and the indicia are barcodes. 

20. The bottle according to claim 15 wherein a barcode reader simultaneously reads 
the symbol and the indicia. 

21 . The bottle according to claim 1 5 wherein the bottle contains pharmaceuticals. 

22. The bottle according to claim 15 wherein the bottle contains body fluids. 
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23 . The bottle according to claim 1 5 wherein the symbol and the indicia are aligned 
on the bottle so that the symbol and the indicia can be read simultaneously. 

24. The bottle according to claim 23 wherein the symbol and the indicia are vertically 
aligned. 

25. The bottle according to claim 15 wherein the indicia is a checksum of the symbol. 

26. The bottle according to claim 25 wherein the checksum includes a check digit of 
the indicia. 

27. The bottle according to claim 15 wherein the second portion covers at least a 
portion of the symbol. 

28. A method of filling a prescription comprising the steps of: 
writing the prescription; 

selecting a pharmaceutical corresponding to the prescription wherein the 
pharmaceutical is in a container having a symbol designating the pharmaceutical of the 
container; 

printing a label for the prescription wherein the label has a first portion a second 
portion extending out for an edge of the first portion wherein the an indicia is printed on 
the second portion identifying the pharmaceutical of the prescription; 

affixing the label to the container such that the label exposes the symbol, and 
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reading the symbol and the indicia to confirm the pharmaceutical in the container 
conforms to the pharmaceutical prescribed by identified by the label. 

29. The method according to claim 28 further comprising the step of reading the 
symbol to identify the contents of the container. 

30. The method according to claim 28 further comprising the step of aligning the 
second portion with the symbol. 

3 1 . The method according to claim 30 wherein the symbol and the indicia are 
vertically aligned. 

32. The method according to claim 28 wherein the symbol and the indicia are 
barcodes. 

33 . The method according to claim 28 wherein a barcode reader reads the symbol and 
the indicia simultaneously. 

34. The method according to claim 28 wherein the first portion is rectangular. 

35. The method according to claim 34 wherein the second portion extends from an 
upper corner of the first portion. 
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36. The method according to claim 28 wherein the first portion contains information 
identifying the prescription. 

37. The method according to claim 28 wherein the indicia is a checksum of the 
symbol 

38. The method according to claim 37 wherein the checksum includes a check digit of 
the check sum. 

39. The method according to claim 28 wherein the indicia covers at least a portion of 
the symbol. 

40. A system for filling a container having a symbol identifying a content of the 
container, the system comprising: 

means for printing a label for wherein the label has a first portion, a second 
portion extending out for an edge of the first portion wherein first means for identifying a 
designated material in the container is printed on the second portion and wherein the label 
is affixed to the container such that the label exposes the symbol, and 

means for reading the symbol and the first identifying means to confirm the 
material in the container conforms to the contents identified by the symbol. 

41 . The system according to claim 40 wherein the first portion includes second means 
for identifying the material. 
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42. The system according to claim 40 wherein the symbol and the first identifying 
means are barcodes. 

43. The system according to claim 40 wherein the reading means is a barcode reader. 

44. The system according to claim 43 wherein the barcode reader simultaneously 
reads the symbol and the indicia. 

45. The system according to claim 40 wherein the symbol and the indicia are aligned 
to be simultaneously read by the reading means. 

46. The system according to claim 45 wherein the symbol and the indicia are 
vertically aligned. 

47. The system according to claim 40 wherein the first identifying means includes or 
means for checking of the symbol. 
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